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McLaughlin selected as Florida’s  top principal
Clay Today

OAKLEAF – Discovery Oaks Elementary 
principal Tracy McLaughlin was selected 
last Monday as the National Distinguished 
Principal for Florida by the Florida Associa-
tion of Elementary School Principals.

McLaughlin now will represent Florida 
in October as she competes for the 

national title in Washington, D.C.
“This selection validates that Clay 

County educators, leaders, and support 
staff can compete with any organization 
throughout the state and nation. This is 
a clear indicator that everyone is paying 
attention to Clay County District Schools 
in Florida as we have collectively obtained 
so much for our children and community,” 
said county superintendent Addison Davis.

According to the FAESP, McLaughlin is 
a “passionate principal is known as an in-
spiring leader with a clear, comprehensive 
plan for improving student achievement. 
Under her leadership, Ridgeview Elemen-
tary moved from a “C’ to “A” school. It had 
the highest learning gains in Clay County, 
moving from 406 points to 540 points. 
Both ELA and Math lower quartile gains 
increased by more than 20 percent. All of 

Discovery Oaks Elementary principal Tracy McLaughlin, right, is joined by county 
superintendent Addison Davis after being selected the state’s top elementary principal.

She will now will compete for national title in Washington, D.C.
these achievements were accomplished 
with 70 percent of the children living at or 
below the poverty level, without Title One 
funding or support.

“In 2018, McLaughlin was selected 
to help open and lead the Clay County 
School District’s first and only STEAM 
school, Discovery Oaks Elementary.”

McLaughlin said her school thrived be-
cause teachers, support staff, parents and 
students all have a positive mindset.

“They believe they can achieve great 
things,” she said. “I know we are going to 
rise to the occasion and our student will 
achieve great things. The best thing for me 
has been working with others. I gave my 
teachers ownership of their classrooms. 
We created a positive-growth mindset and 
we all follow that vision of excellence.

“We raised our standards to make 
sure the kids are getting what they need 
every day. There has been a lot of amazing 
things happening. This absolutely is not 
about me. It’s about a commitment for 
excellence by our community, our parents, 
our support group, our school district and 
our students.”

SEE PRINCIPAL, 11
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By Don Coble
School News

ORANGE PARK – Aden Lawrence has been 
counting down the days until his father, 
John Meredith was scheduled to return 
home from deployment.

That countdown ended six days early 
on Monday.

The Lakeside Elementary first-grader 
was listening to principal Dawn Wolfe and 
assistant principal Christy Fowler reading 
stories about the American flag when he 
was surprised by his father, a U.S. Navy 
AM2 aircraft mechanic, who returned 

home earlier than expected.
Meredith tapped his son on the 

shoulder, and the two instantly embraced 
as classmates and teachers clapped – and 
cried – in approval.

“Daddy?” Aden said.
“It was everything I thought it would 

be,” Meredith said with tears welling in 
his eyes. “I wanted to make a memory of 
me coming home more impactful than 
me leaving. I couldn’t wait to get home. I 
wanted to hold my boy.”

With daddy home, Aden said he’ going 
to “hug him forever.”

Meredith is stationed at nearby NAS 

Jacksonville. He spent the last six months 
moving from El Salvador, Colombia, the 
Philippines and Japan before returning 
home Monday. He will remain home in 
Orange Park for the next year, he said.

The reunion was organized by Aden’s 
teacher, Danielle Knotts. Most students 
and teachers wore purple as part of rec-
ognizing the Month of the Military Child. 
Meredith’s camouflage khakis were a rare, 
but accepted, exception.

“It was hard not to look at [Meredith] 
was he walked up,” Wolfe said. “We wanted 
to make sure it was a big surprise.”

Homecoming

Soldier returns early from deployment to surprise first-grade son
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CCEA: The Clay County 
Educational Association. 
Working for the students, teachers, 

and families of Clay County.

President Renna Lee Paiva
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ADVENTURE AWAITS — 
TROOPS ARE FORMING NOW!
joingsgc.com/adventure

By Nick Blank
School News

 
OAKLEAF – Nassau County resident 
Amy Green’s son, Plantation Oaks El-
ementary fourth-grader Austin Green, 
was diagnosed with autism as a baby, 
and he has been to therapy since he 
was 18 months old.

Austin, now 9, who sometimes 
goes by his middle name Colt, was the 
top fundraiser for the 11th annual HEAL 
Autism Walk at The Zoo on April 28 in 
Jacksonville.

The walk has grown from 800 
participants in 2008 to 2,200 last year, 
event co-founder Leslie Weed said.

Registration opened at 7:30 a.m. 
on Sunday and the walk began at 8:30 
a.m.

The organization distributes a total 
of six iPads to the top-three schools 
who fundraise, according to a press 
release, and top fundraisers can desig-
nate grants between $250 and $1,000 

to an organization or school that as-
sists those with autism.

“The most wonderful thing about 
the HEAL Autism Walk at The Zoo, is 
seeing the miles of smiles, laughter 
and camaraderie,” Weed said. “It is a 
day for all to have fun in honor of the 
struggles these children and families 
face living with the daily challenges of 
autism.”

Austin raised $5,124, which , ex-
ceeded his $500 goal.

“Anybody who knows Colt knows 
how sweet he is, they more than 
wanted to help with this,” Green said. 
“I was shocked by how much we got 
in so short a time, but I’m not that 
surprised either. He’s got a nice little 
group of people that love him.”

The fundraising groups are referred 
to as “Puzzle Packs,” named after a 
puzzle piece, the symbol of autism.

“Every child is different, and every 
puzzle is different,” Green said. “The 
question is which piece goes where, 

how do they fit together and how 
does it not work.”

Green said she chose Clay County 
Public Schools because of its Autism 
Support Environment program.

There is no magic pill to thwart 
autism. The Green’s story is one of per-
sistence, patience, growth and lots of 
practice. She recalled his fierce temper 
tantrums. Green had to take a year off 
work. At Austin’s therapy, Green said 
her son would scream for an hour.

“[Then] we would be able to get 15 
minutes of things done and responses. 
Then it became 30 [minutes]. Then it 
became 45 [minutes]. Then it became 
he wanted to go back and was happy,” 
Green said. “That was huge progress 
on its own and it took almost a year to 
get to that point.”

Green said she never wanted her 
son to be secluded from society and 
the two would practice the “inside 
voice,” and manners at an empty res-
taurant. The one-on-one training was 

Oakleaf boy raises $5,124 ahead of Autism Walk

SEE WALK, 10
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Higher Standard Learning Center

License Number
C04CL0147

Lake Asbury Learning Center
2781 Henley Road

Phone: 904-214-9850
Fax: 904-214-9851

asburylearningcenter.com
asburylearningcenter@gmail.com

•  Quality care for Infants 6 
weeks to children 12 years

• Free VPK for four year olds
• Before and After School Care
•  Transportation to and from 

Local Elementary Schools
•  Quality meals prepared 

on site meeting USDA 
nutritional standards

Hours of Operation
6:00am to 6:00 pm

Monday-Friday

Students showcase talents at job fair
By Wesley LaBlanc
School News 

FLEMING ISLAND – Local Clay County 
students got the chance to showcase their 
skills to potential employers at a reverse 
job fair held just for them.

Last month, Clay Today reported that a 
local reverse job fair was being held in the 
Fleming Island Public Library for county 
students who had undergone a year of 
specialized internship training. Well, on 
April 15, that reverse job fair happened 
and while the students weren’t sure if they 
landed a job or not, many were hopeful.

Actually, 13 students were invited to 
interviews and two were hired on the spot.

“I’ve been interviewed and I hope to 
get a job in retail,” Tamara Koren, a student 
at the reverse job fair said. “I feel like it’s a 
good starting point for where I want to be.” 

Koren isn’t quite sure exactly where 
she wants to be in the future, but she has 
a few defining characteristics she hopes 
that future holds. According to Koren, she 
wants a role in leadership where she can 
use American Sign Language to help oth-
ers. She’s currently in college focusing on 
ASL and she said she could see herself in a 
counseling or therapist position. 

At a reverse job fair, the would-be em-
ployees are the ones who set up booths 
while would-be employers walk from per-
son to person, attempting to learn more 
about who they are and how they might 
be a good fit at their company. Dorrinda 
Swiger of Guidewell, a family of companies 
with names like Florida Blue in their wheel-
house, said she loves the change of pace 
reverse job fairs provide. 

“This to me is just optimal,” Swiger said. 
“I can just walk around and not say the 
same speech over and over. Instead, I get 
an opportunity to personally meet the 
individuals to really see what they have 
and offer, and we’re a huge advocate for 
the military and individuals with special 
abilities so this event is just perfect.” 

With companies like Florida Blue, it’d be 
easy to assume that Guidewell attended 
the reverse job fair with hopes to pick up 
an employee for a medical-field position, 
but Guidewell was actually on the look 
for a number of positions. According to 

STAFF PHOTO BY WESLEY LEBLANC

Students put their resumes and abilities on display during a Reverse Job Fair as employers 
came with applications and interview questions. The project was done in partnership with 
the Clay County School District and CareerSource. 

STAFF PHOTO BY WESLEY LEBLANC

Katrina Daly stands at her display that promoted her skills to perspective employers. After 
working at Kindred Hospital for the last year, she was able to show she’s already proficient in 
hospitality.

SEE JOB, 8
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By Nick Blank
School News 

 
ORANGE PARK – Anna and Wes Jung have 
worked with the Education First Educa-
tional Homestay program for six years 
hosting international students.

As the coordinators of the program for 
Clay County, they find host families for stu-
dents – primarily from Europe and China – 
as they learn English skills and experience 
the culture.

Anna Jung said most students are 
shocked by Americans’ habits and what we 
take for granted.

“Where [Chinese students] come from, 
things are very structured and regimented. 
They wear uniforms. Here they get to have 
fun. It’s amazing to see the improvement 
in their English efficiency,” she said. “They 
don’t see blue skies. They’ll walk around 
taking pictures [of the sky] because they 
come from Beijing and Shanghai. It’s all 

gray all the time from the smog.”
Wes Jung said he saw a young student 

open the door of a moving car to see a 
rainbow for the first time.

“I mean, we see rainbows all the time,” 
Wes Jung said. “The culture is the primary 
goal. It’s a great experience.”

Students were stunned when they 
realized Walmart was open 24 hours. Wes 
Jung laughed at how the French students 
would “clear out” department stores when 
they found out how cheap comparatively 
the electronics and clothes were. An Italian 
student with a Catholic background was 
surprised at the energy and emotion of a 
Baptist church. And then, there’s free refills.

“[Our current student] says, ‘You mean I 
only have to buy one Coke and the rest are 
free?’ They don’t have free refills. He’s been 
living on this free refill stuff,” Wes Jung said. 
“We want them to learn about us as much 
as we learn about them.”

Students from Spain and France will 

STAFF PHOTO BY NICK BLANK

Clay County EF Educational Homestay coordinators Anna and Wes Jung said international 
students are amazed by U.S.’s simple pleasures, especially entertainment and free soda refills. 

Rainbows, culture, refills all part 
of hosting international student

make up the next immersion program is 
from July 12-Aug. 5. Host families are asked 
to provide three meals a day, a place to live 
and transportation to a bus stop before 
they attend classes with EF staff. Students 
are out of the house most weekdays, and 

by hosting a student, American students 
can earn 15 community service hours. 
Families are not paid.

EF Homestay is based in Cambridge, 
Mass. EF Senior Operations Manager 

SEE STUDENT, 8
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3 Year Participants  
Coppergate:
Mallory Blackwell
Addison Godwin
Laiquendi “Lai” Tift
Cayden Brames

Discovery Oaks:
Mauli Patel

Doctors Inlet:
Emilie Howard
Thomas Swain
Jenna Moreland
Seth Erickson

Fleming Island:
Nathan Alcudia
Jyot Sahni

Grove Park:
Kevin Lazo

Keystone:
Kinslee Burnaw
Curran Capper
Christine Djavaheri
Michael Golden

Lake Asbury:
Spencer Buschle
Lainey Winkler

Lakeside:
Charles Castro
Kierstin Loebeck
Makenzie Bryant

Middleburg:
Abby Parker
Ava Clinkscale
Isaac Shaw
Cayde Brugone
Kelsey Harrelson
Lena Loyd

Montclair:
Kevin Kouch
Gavin Kalinosky
Huy Cao

Oakleaf Village: 
Alexis Haymon
Jacob McClintic

Orange Park:
David Rafalski
Tyler Collins

Paterson:
Logan Enyedi
Kathryn McNeill
Kevin Taing

Plantation Oaks:
Olivia Navarro

Rideout:
Aiden Barry 
Brooke Ganion
Hannoh Ho
Wain Sulph

Ridgeview:
Julian Callaway
Timothy Danz
Greyson Sims

Shadowlawn:
Caysen McElroy
Ben Rautio
Aubrey Taylor

SPC:
Blake Ackley
Kyleigh Bailey
Gabrielle Gomez

Thunderbolt:
Ava Hendrix
Margaret Hughes
Derrick Newton
Claire Wehner
Sophie Whitlin

W.E.Cherry:
Margaret Smith
Angel Zheng
Tristian Smith

Wilkinson:
Madison Underwood
Grace Bonser
Maggie Bodway

Fourth Grade Individual Winners
Argyle: Alexander Emmons and 
Isabella Vasco
Charles E. Bennett: Sydney Cheese-
man and Vanessa Paredes-Perez
Coppergate: Evan Gilbert
Clay Hill: Camila Cayupil
Discovery Oaks: Kyla Boylston
Doctors Inlet: Allison Musillami
Fleming Island: Gavin Kisamore
Grove Park: Katherine Worley
Keystone: Olivia Griffin
Lake Asbury: Tristan Fasick
Lakeside: Cadence Bell, 
Hailey Ingham, and Tristin Thacker
McRae: Kyra Dickerson, Anthony Peak
Middleburg: Gage Warner
Montclair: Gabriel Karim-Villavicen-
cio
Oakleaf Village: Aiden Berndt and 
Charles Williams
Orange Park: Keightlin Goodson and 
Arianna Porter
Paterson: John Cusick III and Sage 
Nenna
Plantation Oaks: Cedrick Caden 
Ferrer
Rideout: Chance Adkins
Ridgeview: Mariah Fernandes
Shadowlawn: Luke Norris
Swimming Pen Creek: Isabella Al-
lerton
Thunderbolt: Sawyer Glickman and 
Alexander Kirk
Tynes: Cole Conte and Morgan 
Parker
W. E. Cherry: Giovanni Perez
Wilkinson: Evelyne Pilliod

Fifth Grade Individual Winners
Argyle: Omorodion Obasuyi Jr. 
Charles E. Bennett: Aaron Jimenez
Coppergate: Layton Jarvis
Clay Hill: Charles Rhoden
Discovery Oaks: Alex Warren
Doctors Inlet: Colton McCelland and 

Tsedkenia Michel
Fleming Island: Nathan Gillan 
Grove Park: Mariah Young
Keystone: Wesley Curran and Miles 
Johnson
Lake Asbury: Lukas Moore
Lakeside: Calvin Johnson
McRae: Joshua Blank
Middleburg: Chloe Shaw
Montclair: Steven Mathis
Oakleaf Village: Kaden Vanover
Orange Park: Alexandria Guerrier 
and Dmitri Jacobs
Paterson: Trent Pavlus
Plantation Oaks: Mason Bishop and 
Mischa Hinrichsen
Rideout: Felix Gardner and Chloe 
Toney
Ridgeview: Wyatt Richards, Ella Her-
nandez, Christoff Pimentel-Holiday
Shadowlawn: Haley Mercurio
Swimming Pen Creek: Benjamin 
Bangkrasor
Thunderbolt: Katherine Ayers
Tynes: Hannah Gorneault
W. E. Cherry: Ellia Huffaker and Allena 
Locklear
Wilkinson: Sarah Hash

Sixth Grade Winners
Argyle: Garner Collinsworth and 
Isabella Gapusan
Charles E. Bennett: Emmanuel Are-
valo and Sarah Hall
Coppergate: Aiden Hauselmann
Clay Hill: Avery Wilkie 
Discovery Oaks: Lauren Cugno, 
Dylan Daugherty, and Weston Egger
Doctors Inlet: Thomas Swain
Fleming Island: Dylan Frein
Grove Park: Tymasha Lee
Keystone: Curran Capper and Mi-
chael Golden
Lake Asbury: Elizabeth Conover 
Lakeside: Lucas Seedorf
McRae: Natalia Norman and Aspen 
Chaney
Middleburg: Lena Loyd
Montclair: Kevin Kouch
Oakleaf Village: Alexis Hayman
Orange Park: David Rafalski

Paterson: Logan Enyedi and Kevin 
Taing 
Plantation Oaks: Olivia Navarro 
Rideout: Aiden Barry
Ridgeview: Cameron Beck 
Shadowlawn: Sophia Chaon and 
Benjamin Rautio
Swimming Pen Creek: Alayah Waters 
Thunderbolt: Derrick Newton and 
Derek Switzer
Tynes: Austin Hendricks
W. E. Cherry: Ana Chiang and Tristan 
Smith
Wilkinson: Madison Underwood

Muggins Competition Winners 
Overall High Score: Emily Weiner 
KHE
2nd Place High Score: Tyler Mawhin-
ney FIE
3rd Place High Score: Grant Wilson 
OVE

Overall Winner: Grant Wilson OVE
2nd Place Winner: Tyler Mawhinney 
FIE
3rd Place Winner: Kayla Davis POE

Fourth Grade Math Team Winners
1st Place Orange Park Elementary 
2nd Place Keystone Heights Elemen-
tary
3rd Place Plantation Oaks Elementary

Gold Level Winners:
Thunderbolt Elementary
Ridgeview Elementary
Fleming Island Elementary
Argyle Elementary

Silver Level Winners:
Discovery Oaks Elementary
Middleburg Elementary
Paterson Elementary
Tynes Elementary

Bronze Level Winners:
Lakeside Elementary
Oakleaf Village Elementary
McRae Elementary
Wilkinson Elementary

April 27, 2019

Clay County Math Field Day
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Fifth Grade Math Team Winners
1st Place Keystone Heights Elementary
2nd Place Fleming Island Elementary
3rd Place Orange Park Elementary

Gold Level Winners:
Swimming Pen Creek Elementary
Thunderbolt Elementary
Discovery Oaks Elementary
Oakleaf Village Elementary

Silver Level Winners:
Lake Asbury Elementary
RideOut Elementary
Ridgeview Elementary
Argyle Elementary

Bronze Level Winners:
Wilkinson Elementary
Paterson Elementary
Plantation Oaks Elementary
Shadowlawn Elementary

6th Grade Math Team Winners
1st Place Paterson Elementary
2nd Place Keystone Heights Elementary
3rd Place Oakleaf Village Elementary

Gold Level Winners:
RideOut Elementary
Montclair Elementary
Middleburg Elementary
Fleming Island Elementary

Silver Level Winners:
Orange Park Elementary
Thunderbolt Elementary
Tynes Elementary
W. E.  Cherry Elementary

Bronze Level Winners:
Discovery Oaks Elementary
Ridgeview Elementary
Argyle Elementary
Lake Asbury Elementary
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Personalized Attention.
Proven Results. 

SAVE
$100*

WHEN YOU CALL
BEFORE 05/31/2019*

Michael Vanover, DDS

Come see us to experience 
5-Star, Award-Winning 

Dental Care.

From Cleanings to 
Implants & Everything 

in between!

We can help you,
Just give us a call!

Award-Winning 
Dentistry

Voted one of 
N.E. Florida’s 

BEST DENTIST
–Jacksonville Magazine

 2010 - 2018

5-Star Customer Rating 
Google+, Angie’s List, Insider Pages, 
CitySearch, YP.com, Facebook & Yelp

VanoverDentistry.com
784 Blanding Blvd., Suite 110 Orange Park 

904-272-2438

call center, clerk services, maintenance and 
even finance. 

“We do a lot of things and most of our 
jobs aren’t outsourced so we’re always 
looking for more people to bring onto our 
campuses,” Swiger said. 

While Swiger hadn’t yet interviewed 
Katrina Daly, it would seem that Daly 
would be a great fit for their company. 
That’s because Daly has spent the last year 
of her life interning at Kindred Hospital 
in Green Cove Springs. Here, Daily has 
cleaned the facility, helped patients, 
helped gardening efforts to spruce up the 
building.

Job
from page 4

“I can kind of do it all,” Daly said. “I really 
love cleaning and housekeeping, though, 
so I hope to get a job doing that today.” 

This reverse job fair was staged as a re-
sult of the work of the Clay County School 
District and CareerSource. According to 
Atheia Inman of CareerSource, this is the 
first reverse job fair they’ve held and while 
it started slow, it had picked up steam by 
the end of it, hopefully solidifying it as an 
annual event. 

“I’m very very excited to have seen 
this finally happen,” Inman said. “This is a 
great opportunity for everyone involved, I 
think, and I’m hoping to do this annually. It 
started slow, but we gained momentum. 
I’m excited to do this again one day.” 

Student
from page 5
Jenelle McNeill was in Florida to help 
with family recruitment and training. She 
said there were 500 children in Northeast 
Florida a year with 20-25 host families. EF 
has several different programs of varying 
lengths. The age of children ranges from 
9-17.

Anna Jung said insight into other 
cultures was a tremendous opportunity 
and learning experience. The Jungs said 
they hoped to have the host families 
established for the summer immersion 
program, with students the age of 14-17, 
by Memorial Day.

“All we know of other countries is what 
we hear on the news,” Anna Jung said. 
“This way you get to see the details of 
someone else’s life from another part of 

the world.”
For more information on hosting inter-

national students, visit ef.edu. 

“Where [Chinese students] come 

from, things are very structured and 

regimented. They wear uniforms. 

Here they get to have fun. It’s amaz-

ing to see the improvement in their 

English efficiency. They don’t see 

blue skies. They’ll walk around taking 

pictures [of the sky] because they 

come from Beijing and Shanghai. It’s 

all gray all the time from the smog.”
– Anna Jung
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•  Before & After School Program
•  School’s Out Camp
•  Swimming & Youth Sports
•  Exclusive Rates for Military FCYMCA.org

DYE CLAY FAMILY YMCA
3322 Moody Ave.

904.272.4304

BARCO-NEWTON
FAMILY YMCA

2075 Town Center Blvd.
904.278.9622

D

Lic #: C04CL0092

SCHOOL BRIEFS

Fleming Island color guard 
crowned world champions at 
WGI Games

DAYTON, Ohio – The Fleming Island 
High school color guard won first place 
for the Scholastic A Division at the Winter 
Guard International World Games.

The newly-crowned world champions 
competed against more than 12,000 per-
formers from around the world.

The Fleming Island team started their 
season in mid-December. There are 18 
students on the co-ed team: three seniors, 
two juniors, 11 sophomores and two 
freshmen. Their show was titled “They Will 
Come And They Will Go,” and they perform 
to the Stevie Nicks’ song “Dreams.”

The students participated in six regular 
competitions during their season, includ-
ing a first-place performance at the Florida 
State Circuit Championships on March 31. 
They then boarded a charter bus on April 

1 to compete at the University of Dayton. 
The Scholastic A Division started with 146 
teams. Competition was pared down to 66 
teams in the semifinals and just 20 in the 
finals.

Fleming Island’s Winter Guard program 
is part of the band program that’s lead by 
band directors Mara Rose and Alex Buck. 
The instructors are Michael Higbe, Natasha 
Ballard and Chris Khoshghadami, and 
they are supported by an amazing team 
of administrators, led by principal Thomas 
Pittman. 

Clay students win 
cache of awards at state 
Science-Engineering Fair

LAKELAND – Clay County students 
made an impressive appearance at the 
Florida Science and Engineering Fair last 
weekend.

Keegan Emanuel (Green Cove Junior) 
won the Baird Junior Environmental Sci-
ences Award for research in the area of 

preserving healthy 
animal populations. He also placed third in 
the animal sciences category for his proj-
ect on the endangered Anastasia Island 
beach mice.

Megan Thomp-
son (Ridgeview 
High) won the 
Society of Mining, 
Metallurgy and 
Exploration Award 
for her project in 
chemistry as well 
as a second special 
award. Brady White 
(Green Cove Junior) 
and Serenity Derou-
sie (Ridgeview High) also received special 
awards.

Keegan Emanual

Megan Thompson

Brady White

Gavin Baker Serenity Derousie

Sebestain Kouchakjy

Sydney Hayes

SEE BRIEFS, 10
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Walk
from page 3
vital, she added.

“Every day he got a little bit better,” 
Green said. “We just did that [in the restau-
rant] repeatedly all the time.”

A movie can significantly alter thought 
and perception. Green said that she 
couldn’t remember the name of the docu-
mentary about autism that changed how 
she handled and understood. People with 
autism and have problem expresses what 
they want. A subject on the documentary 
referred to the disorder as being, “Trapped 
in your own mind” and frustrated how no 
one understood them.

Green refers to that explanation as her 
“light bulb moment.” Then Green, who lives 

on a farm, started using similar concepts 
for training animals, such as consistency 
and structure, and her son started improv-
ing. Green said Austin has a set routine 
and chores taking care of the animals.

“As I soon as I understood my son, it 
was a complete 180 degrees,” Green said.

Despite some teacher turnover, the 
structure in the ASE programs at Argyle 
Elementary School and Plantation Oaks 
was important to Austin’s development. 
While Austin is in one general education, 
Green raised the possibility he could have 
all general education classes next year.

“When I tell [teachers] he used to throw 
chairs at teachers and bang his head on 
the floor and the wall, they say, ‘That’s just 
so hard to believe.’ He was a little terror, but 
as soon as I understood him, he changed,” 
she said.

Brady White (Green Cove Junior) 
received a recognition award, while Gavin 
Baker (Fleming Island High) and Sydney 
Hayes (Orange Park Junior) received 
honorable mention in their respective 
categories. Sebastian Kouchakjy (Orange 
Park High) placed fourth in the category of 
Biomedical & Health Sciences.

The students competed against more 
than 800 projects from across the state of 
Florida. This elite competition consists of 
the best of the best projects from each 
county or region. The students scientifi-
cally presented the merits of their project 
to judges, including their hypothesis, pro-
cedures, data, analysis and conclusion.

Two Clay County students – Baker and 
Ridgeview High’s Michael Chen – also will 
compete in the International Science and 
Engineering Fair in Phoenix in May. More 
than 80 countries, territories, and regions 
will be in attendance to compete for thou-
sands of dollars in prize money.

Five Clay students awarded 
Merit Scholarship Awards at 
SJCDS

ORANGE PARK – St. Johns Country Day 
School this week announced the 2019 
recipients of the prestigious Merit Schol-
arship Award, a selective, merit-based 
opportunity that recognizes students 
entering Grades 7 and 9 who demonstrate 

Briefs
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both outstanding academic promise and a 
desire to make a significant contribution to 
school life. Students who will be entering 
Grades 7 and 9 in August are eligible and 
this year, five of seven recipients are Flem-
ing Island residents.

In Grade 6, Erik Williams, Caroline 
Burson and Kelsey Gregson were awarded, 
and in Grade 8, Reagan Elia and Patrick 
Walsh received the prize.

In order to be eligible for the Merit 
Scholarship, a student must maintain 
a weighted grade point average of 3.5 
or higher, earn superior scores on the 
Independent School Entrance Exam, and 
complete a competitive application.

Three initiated into The Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi

Three local students were initiated into 
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the 
nation’s oldest and most-selective all-disci-
pline collegiate honor society.

Elizabeth Coen and Rachel Tavolieri, 
both of Fleming Island, were initiated at 
Florida State and Kevin Hoy of Melrose was 
initiated at Maryland University College.

These residents are among approxi-
mately 30,000 students, faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni to be initiated into 
Phi Kappa Phi each year. Membership is 
by invitation only and requires nomina-
tion and approval by a chapter. Only the 
top 10 percent of seniors and 7.5 percent 
of juniors are eligible for membership. 
Graduate students in the top 10 percent 

of the number of candidates for graduate 
degrees may also qualify, as do faculty, 
professional staff and alumni who have 
achieved scholarly distinction.

Portable classroom burns down 
at Wilkinson Elementary

MIDDLEBURG – An early-morning fire 
April 12 destroyed a portable classroom 
at Wilkinson Elementary, Clay County Fire 
Rescue reported.

Someone called after smelling smoke 
and seeing flames behind the school, Da-
vid Motes, deputy chief said. Crews arrived 
and found one portable classroom fully 
involved and three others being threat-
ened. Crews aggressively started suppres-
sion operations and the fire was quickly 
extinguished. Surrounding portables were 
checked and sustained little damage.

Multiple units responded from Middle-
burg, Oak Leaf, Clay Hill, Lake Asbury and 
Kingsley Lake and the first unit arrived six 
minutes after the initial 911 call. No injuries 
were reported from the fire crews.

The fire is under the investigation of 
the Florida State Fire Marshalls Office.

Great idea grants available to 
support local classrooms

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay Education 
Foundation will award more than $25,000 
to over 50 teachers through their second 
round of Grants for Great Ideas to benefit 
Clay County teachers and classrooms. It 

is estimated teachers will spend $600 of 
their own funds for classroom supplies 
each year. The program’s mission is to be 
a resource for teachers and provide the 
necessary tools and resources for innova-
tive classroom projects.

Applications for the Grants for Great 
Ideas are open each school year for Clay 
County teachers to apply and are awarded 
twice annually. Teachers are currently eligi-
ble for up to $500 per grant in the areas of 
literacy, STEM and career technical educa-
tion. This year’s grant recipients represent 
41 of our 42 Clay County schools with a 
total impact of over 19,000 students.

The Clay Education Foundation thanks 
its community partners for their participa-
tion and tremendous generosity to benefit 
Clay County teachers and classrooms.

SJCDS’ Isley accepts 
appointment to U.S. Naval 
Academy 

ORANGE PARK – St. Johns Country Day 
School senior Jeff Isley of Fleming Island 
accepted an appointment last week to the 
U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md/

“Jett has wanted to attend the Naval 
Academy since he was four years old,” 
said Acting Head of School Mary Virginia 
Fisher.  “So, we are particularly excited for 
him to be able to realize that dream. He is 
a young man of tremendous accomplish-
ments and drive and we know he will go 
far. The Naval Academy is lucky to have his 
commitment.”

Seven St. Johns Country Day School students were this week awarded the prestigious Merit 
Scholarship: Left to right Grayson Moody, Erik Williams, Caroline Burson, Reagan Elia, Megan 
Wilcox, and Kelsey Gregson, shown here with Head of Middle School Jacqueline Lentini. (Not 
pictured: Patrick Walsh.)
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Subscribe 
Subscribe to the Clay Today for one 
year at $34 and we will give $10 back to 
your child’s school! Simply send a check 
or call the Clay Today office for the 
“School Special” for $34. Tell us which 
school you would like the donation to 
go to and we will handle the rest. You 
will receive this and other publications 
with your subscription and your child's 
class will receive funds for classroom 
needs. It's a win-win.

Davis said Tracy worked diligently to en-
hance the educational experiences for all 
by focusing on the intellectual, social and 
emotional aspects of learning.

“As an educational leader, Tracy has 
consistently proven the ability and skillset 
to improve teaching and learning,” he said. 
“Understanding the complexities linked 
to increasing student performance, Tracy 
doubled-down on bridging equity gaps, 
exposing students to a rich and rigorous 
curriculum, and empowering teachers to 
deliver quality lessons that meet the spirit 
of content-based and grade level stan-
dards.

“Once again, I am proud of Tracy and 
wish her best of luck in the national com-
petition.”

Through its state affiliate, the NAESP 
National Distinguished Principal program 
honors elementary and middle-level prin-
cipals who set high standards for instruc-
tion, student achievement, character, and 
climate for the students, families, and staffs 
in their learning communities.

“Mrs. McLaughlin’s embodies the 
qualities of a true servant leader,” said Seth 
Daub, FAESP president. “Her focus is always 
based on the needs of individual students. 
As FAEMSP president and the 2018 NDP 
from Florida, I am honored and excited for 
Mrs. McLaughlin to represent Florida as 
our 2019 NAESP National Distinguished 
Principal.”

Principal
from page 1
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Managing your family’s health is easier  
with Baptist Clay Medical Campus.

Primary Care 
family medicine 

doctors and 
pediatricians

Cardiology 
to diagnose, treat  
and manage heart 

conditions;  
on-site testing 

Imaging and Testing 
CT, MRI, X-ray, 
ultrasound, lab

for children  
and adults

Ear, Nose 
& Throat 

specialists for 
allergies, sinus, 

hearing and more

Orthopedics 
and sports  

medicine provided 
by JOI, where the 

pros go

Emergency 
care for adults  

and kids; backed by 
Wolfson Children’s 

Hospital

US 17 and Village Square Parkway 
1771 Baptist Clay Drive 
Fleming Island, Florida 32003 Medical Campus

T CLAY

© Baptist Health 2018

Same-day and next-day appointments available.

      904.202.CARE (2273)
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